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COMMERCIAL STREET AND 14TH STREET, LOOKING WEST CA. 
SEE PAGE 16 FOR A DIFFERENT VIEW. 


In This Issue ... 


Helen Elomaa was only about twelve years old in 1922 when she saw the train 
pull out of the Astoria station carrying her younger sister Sylvia to New York 
where she would board a ship to go to the Russian Republic of Karelia. The 
two orphans never saw each other again. Seventy-two years passed after their 
separation in 1922 when a letter from the daughters arrived in Oregon request- 
ing help. Helen was in her eighties when she heard from her nieces and was 
ecstatic to finally meet them months later. And now a brief window on Sylvia’s 
life opened up as a result of the uploading of the Finnish language Toveritar 
newspapers, published in Astoria, to the University of Oregon’s free website 
“Historic Oregon Newspapers.” A search in the Toveritar (Woman Comrade) 
brought up a letter written by Sylvia Elomaa, just after she arrived in Karelia. 
Leena Riker graciously translated it for us. Her letter is in this issue of Cumtux 


along with a variety of other stories. 
—The Editor 
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1938 YEAR BOOK OF MELVILLE SCHOOL 


We, the 1938 class of the Melville 
School, do affectionately dedicate this 
volume to our parents and teachers, 
who have willingly aided us in our work 
during these past eight years. 


The members of the class of 1938: 
Lavina Bell Christensen 
Donald Edward Hartill 
Roy Arvid Swenson 


Other members of the school: 
George Alfred Olson 
Harold Lawrence Pilgard 
Joan Murrell Olson 
Eleanor Elaine Pilgard 
Inez Marie Pilgard 


HISTORY OF THE CLASS OF 1938 

Donald Hartill was the first mem- 
ber of the present graduating class. 
For when he started to school in 
September 1931, he was the only pupil 
in the First Grade. He took part of his 
Second Grade work then, too, and 
finished it the following year along 
with the regular Third Grade work. 

He was not alone very long, for the 
next year Roy Swenson moved into 
the community. He was in the Third 
Grade, also. Mrs. Olive Olson was our 
teacher again. 

In 1933 we had a new teacher. Her 
name was Miss Rasmus. This year, 


Ruth Kinnunen joined the class. 

In the Fifth Grade the same teacher 
and the same children were here. We 
had a Music Festival for the first time. 
It was held at the Astoria High School. 
Our number was a dance—“Gustaf’s 
Toast.” 

Miss Rasmus was with us in the 
Sixth Grade, too. Robert Olson 
enrolled in our class, thus making 
four members in it. A County Music 
Festival was held again. We put on 
“The Little Tin Soldier” and “The Doll 
From France.” This year we joined the 
Junior Red Cross. We sent a Portfolio 
to Sweden. 

In the Seventh Grade we had a 
new teacher. Her name was Miss 
Soderman. Ruth Kinnunen moved 
away in the summer of 1936. Robert 
Olson left, too. We sent a Portfolio 
to Japan. In return we received a 
hand-woven basket and samples of 
the various parts of the bamboo tree. 

During our Eighth Grade, Miss 
Soderman was our teacher again. In 
October Lavina Christensen entered 
our class. She came from Minnesota. 
We got an answer from the Portfolio 
we had sent to Sweden two years be- 
fore. This Portfolio came from Greece, 
so there must have been a mistake 
someplace. In March Roy Swenson 
and Donald Hartill represented 
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STUDENTS OF MELVILLE SCHOOL 1938. 
(FRONT ROW) ELEANOR ELAINE PILGARD, HAROLD LAWRENCE PILGARD, AND 
INEZ MaRIiE PILGARD 
(Back Row) Donatp Epwarp HarrtIL1, LAVINA BELL CHRISTENSEN, AND 
Roy ARVID SWENSON. 

NoT SHOWN: GEORGE ALFRED OLSON, JOAN MURRELL OLSON 
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CLASS MEMBERS JOAN MURRELL OLSON AND GEORGE ALFRED OLSON 


Melville School at a Safety Dinner 
held in Astoria. We were to organize a 
Safety Patrol, but it must have been too 
late in the school year, for we did not 
receive any of the materials needed for 
its organization. For the Music Festival 
this year we gave songs and a march 
from “Snow White.” 
Thus ended the eight happy years. 


JOKES 
Lavina: “Do you think I will ever be 
able to do anything with my voice?” 
Donald: “It might come in handy in 
case of fire.” 


“Not many people can do this,” said 


Roy, as he turned his car into a lamp 
post. 

Harold: “This match won't light.” 
Donald: “What's the matter with it?” 
Harold: “1 don’t know. It lit all right a 
minute ago.” 

Teacher: “This essay on ‘Our Dog’ is 
word for word like your brother’s essay.” 
Donald: “Yes, ma’m. It’s the same dog.” 
Mr. [Fred] Wilson: “Do you wish this 
picture large or small?” 

Roy: “Small, please.” 

Mr. Wilson: “Well then, close your 
mouth.” 
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GRADUATING CLASS: (LEFT TO RIGHT) DONALD EDWARD HaRTILL, 
Lavina BELL CHRISTENSEN, AND Roy ARVID SWENSON 


Hand-written note to Lavina 
Christensen in the 1938 year book: 

May 20, 1938 
My dear Lavina, 

I think I'll have you play a guitar 
solo....What did you say?——Oh, the 
weather isn’t right? Where do you learn 
all those excuses so you won't have to 
play it? [think you're a naughty girl. But 
your [sic] really a good girl, nevertheless, 
and I'd wish that you would go to high 
school, Lavina. 

Thope you much [sic] happiness. 


Sincerely Miss Soderman 


Notes: Elsa Soderman received her 
teaching certificate from Monmouth. 

She later taught at Melville School, 
School District 13, from 1936 to 1939. 
For the first year she was paid $80 a 
month and for the next two years she 
was paid $90 a month, according to 
the Superintendent of Schools records 
at CCHS. The 1940 federal census 
listed her as 29 years old in 1940 (born 
in 1911 and still single — but not for 
long), a public school teacher living 
in Uniontown with her parents who 
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INSIDE INFORMATION ON THE 
GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 1938 


Roy Arvid 


Donald Hartill Lavina Christensen 





Nickname.... Professor 


Expression... 


Color... 
Actor... 
Actress....Zasu Pitts 
Song.... Mexicali Rose 
Holiday....Christmas 
Most loved lesson ... Spelling 
Least loved lesson....English 


were born in Finland and her sister. 
In 1940, Elsa married Melvin Henry 
Hartill, born in 1916, the older brother 
of her student Donald Hartill. She died 
November 4, 1986. 

According to the 1940 census, 
Lavina did not go on to high school. 
She married Raymond Brandon in 
July of 1939. 

Lavina told this story about living 
in the Lewis and Clark valley. It was 


Reddest hair 

Most freckles 
Prettiest teeth 
Prettiest dimples 
Longest eye-lashes 
Biggest feet 


Smallest... 
Thinnest 
Prettiest hair 
Quietest 


Gene Autry.............. Jackie Coogan 








Prize Student 
Bush-wah 


Clark Gable 
Greta Garbo Gracie Allen 
The Isle of Capri.... Little Blossom 
Christmas 
Arithmetic 
English 


Spelling 
English 





printed in the Fall1992 issue of Cumtux 
on page 21: 

In order to visit her brother, Ripath 
(Rip) Christensen, who was working 
for Ralph Harder on his farm about 
1937, Lavina and another brother 
Nethaneel, had to walk across a long, 
narrow, swinging bridge that hung 
over the Lewis and Clark River. It had 
a floor of wood slats woven together 
with cable and another long cable 


Best sport 

One who blushes easiest 

Most handsome boy 

Best artist 

Most handsome girl 

Moat beautiful eyes 

Most warts 

Most travelled Lavina 
Best warbler Donald 
Here,there,and everywhere.....[nes 
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served as a handrail. “Every time I got 
on the bridge,” Lavina said, “Nethaneel 
would grab hold of the cable and shake 
the bridge until it swung back and 
forth. I would hang on, crying, then fall 
to its deck and, in the cracks between 
the slats, see the water far below and 
I'd lie there screaming. I don’t think I 
ever did cross all the way over.” 
Lavina Ida Christensen Brandon 
was born November 11, 1922 in 
Menahga, Wadena, Minnesota and 
died June 18, 2009 at Astoria. Her 
brother Rip was born in 1917 and died 
in 2003. Nethaneel was born in 1919 
and died in 1996. During World War 
II he was stationed at Fort Stevens. 
In later years, he enjoyed showing 
visitors around the fort and play- 
ing his violin for them. Lavina and 
Ray Brandon had three sons and a 
daughter: Chris, Buddy, and Mary 
[third son's name unkown]. Lavina 
spent most of her life in the Lewis and 
Clark valley. Her parents lived in the 
Tucker Creek area. Her father was of 
Norwegian descent and her mother 
was of Czechoslovakian descent. 
Roy Arvid Swenson was born 
August 23, 1924 at Knappton, 
Washington and graduated from 
Astoria High School in 1942. He had 
planned to go to college but World War 
II broke out and he entered the service. 
He died in 1971 in San Francisco. 
Don Hartill was born in Astoria on 
October 3, 1925. He graduated from 
Seaside High School in 1942. He lived 
out in the Melville area where he hada 





- 2. “¢ 
Miss EtsA SODERMAN 
ASTORIA HIGH SCHOOL PHOTO 


dairy. He died March 9, 2011 in Seaside, 
leaving three sons and a daughter. The 
brother who married Don’s teacher 
Elsa Soderman had already passed 
away. 

Melville was named for Melville 
Spencer Ingalls, born in 1883, the 
first son of Daniel Josiah Ingalls and 
Welthea Smith Ingalls, who farmed 
in the upper Lewis and Clark area 
about ten miles south of Astoria. In 
the Ingalls’ house was the post office 
for the area. The post office operated 
from February 1891 to November 
1922. Welthea was listed as the first 
postmaster. Melville Ingalls was 
listed in the Contagious Diseases 
book at the Oregon State Archives on 
December 5, 1907 as having typhoid 
fever, caught from an unknown source. 
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Class Prophecy 
By R.A.S. 


One day in 1950, I was sitting in the Aviation Station at Tongue Point. The 
wireless operator came to me and said, “We have a call from a missionary in 
Tibet. He says that there is a case of rare blue small-pox in the locality.” 
Iasked him if anyone knew how to cure it. He said that there was a nurse in 
Minnesota, she knows about its cure. He thought her name was LAVINA 
BELL Christensen. 

I said, “Now, that name sounds familiar....I know...... used to go to school 
with her in Melville.” 

So [jumped into my airplane, and flew to Minnesota to get the nurse, who 
proved to be the same LAVINA BELL CHRISTENSEN I had known in my 
school days. 

We flew over the Pacific Ocean to China, where we refueled. Then we secured 
a Chinese guide. We took him with us and went into Tibet. The instant we 
landed, a Chinese boy came up to us with a wagon driven by yaks. He took us 
to the missionary’s home. 

The door was opened by a native, who ushered us into the presence of the 
missionary. 

“DONALD EDWARD HARTILL,” cried LAVINA and I together, “what are 
you doing so far from Melville?” 

He explained to us that he had been a missionary in Tibet for five years, but 
that he was going to have a vacation, beginning very soon. 

So within a few weeks all three of us were winging our way back to the United 
States, and reliving the days we had spent together at good old Melville. 


THEEND 


He died within a week at the age of 24. 
Daniel]. Ingalls died in 1914 after hav- 
ing retired from farming and moving 
to town, living at 272 Grand, on the 
north side of Grand between 6th & 
7th, one lot in from the west. Melville 
had two brothers: Eaton Walter, born 


in 1884, a marine fireman inigio anda 
farmer in 1940. Clement Custer Ingalls 
(Clem), was born in 1887. In 1910 he 
was a washer at a laundry, in 1918 he 
drove a laundry truck; in 1940 he was 
the Chief Deputy Sheriff for Clatsop 
County. 
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Daily Astorian, Friday Morning, July 1, 1892 


NEHALEM VALLEY METROPOLIS 
FULL DETAILS CONCERNING THE 


NEw CITY OF GRAND RaApIps, OR. 
LOCATION, RESOURCES, FUTURE 

The Town Situated in a Rich, Productive country: 
A Good Start Making Fourth of July 


HERE HAS BEEN so much said of 
late about this town that a full de- 

scription ofit and the tributary county 
will be of interest to many of our 
readers and those who are seeking a 
place to make a permanent home for 
themselves. 

Aboutthree years ago, while workon 
the railroad from here to Portland was 
being carried on, Mr. F. E. Habersham 
who was then chief engineer of the 
road, foreseeing that a thriving town 
must grow up somewhere in the 
Nehalem valley, made a careful ex- 
amination along the proposed route of 
the road, and finally settled on Grand 
Rapids as the most desirable location 
to meet all the wants of the surround- 
ing country in regard to accessibility 
by county road facilities for manufac- 
turing and distribution of supplies. In 
this connection one of the strongest 
arguments in favor of this locality was 
the fact that the rapids at this point 
prohibit the running of saw logs below 
the town, but the river is navigable for 
small steamers for a distance of thirty 
miles above. Mr. Habersham later on 
associated with him Mr. E.E. Copper, 


present chief engineer of the Astoria 
and Portland railway, William Loeb, 
of Astoria, Mr. E.L. Dwyer and PJ. 
Burke of Connecticut, and capitalists 
in London, England and Boston, Mass. 


ADMIRABLE LOCATION 

The town is situated about forty 
miles from Astoria, on the Nehalem 
river, at the point where the Astoria 
and Portland railroad crosses the river 
and leaves it entirely, not touching it 
again for forty miles by the river. At 
the same time the town is only twenty 
miles by rail to the second and last 
crossing of the river, which occurs near 
its head. Thus it will be seen that all the 
products along the river, between the 
two crossings, which, as before stated, 
is forty miles, can and must come 
down to the town to be transported, 
thence by rail to deep water at Astoria. 
The rapids at the town are impassable 
except at high water, so that it may 
be called the end of navigation. The 
distance from Astoria is sufficient to 
give room for developing a distinct 
business community which will at the 
same time be a feeder to Astoria and 
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the nature of the county is such that 
no other town of any importance can 
possibly exist within a distance of 20 
miles. This is very evident from the fact 
that the approach to any other point on 
the railroad is cut offby high mountain 
ranges whereas from all directions 
good county roads on level or down 
grades can be built into Grand Rapids. 


WELL ADAPTED AS A TOWN 
Topographically, the ground is well 
adapted to the purposes for which it 


is intended, as some parts are a flat 
meadow, suitable for business pur- 
poses, other parts are on gentle slopes 
well adapted to residences while the 
rest are table lands on which can be 
grown prunes, peaches, apples, berries, 
etc. and hops. The hillsides furnish 
numerous springs of the purest water 
which will supply the town amply. A 
fine mineral spring exists on the town 
site. Samples of the water will be for- 
warded to the Smithsonian Institute 
for analysis at once, and arrangements 












































THE TOWN SITE OF GRAND RAPIDS WAS LOCATED SOUTH OF THE TOWN OF 









































JEWELL TODAY, WHERE THE NEHALEM RIVER MAKES A NEAR NINETY DEGREE 
TURN TO THE WEST. 
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have been made to start a bottling 
establishment as soon as the railroad 
reaches town. 


MINERAL WEALTH ABOUNDS 

There are many indications of 
mineral deposits on the townsite, and 
about ten miles south west a silver 
and gold ledge has been discovered 
that assays about $50 per ton. The 
croppings of this same ledge show 
at Grand Rapids. Magnetic iron ore 
exists in large quantities. There is also 
fine sandstone that will be valuable 
for building purposes and an excellent 
quality of brick clay is found there. 


SITES FOR INDUSTRIES 

This is a most desirable location for 
asaw mill, sash and door factory, stove 
mill, furniture factory, barrel factory, 
dairy machinery, creamery, flouring 
mill, brewery and other industries, 
owing to the facility with which raw 
material can be transported to the 
town. It is estimated that there are 
fifteen billion feet of lumber which 
can only reach the railroad through 
this town. The surrounding country 
is generally heavily timbered with fir, 
spruce, cedar, hemlock, maple, and 
alder, but much of it has been brought 
under cultivation by the settlers who 
have gone in advance of the railroad. 
Wherever any attempt has been made 
to cultivate the land, whether in the 
valley or hillside, it has proved highly 
productive. Whenever the timber is 
cleared, often it springs up in indig- 


enous growth of white clover and 
California clover. It is an established 
fact that these two grasses make the 
best feed for cattle that can be had, and 
the milk and butter from it are sweeter 
than from any other feed. 

White clover is accepted the world 
over as the best honey making blossom 
that grows. Scarcely a quarter section 
of land in the country but what can be 
made into a home with proper effort, 
and such portions as are not adapted 
to farming can be made highly produc- 
tive as grazing land. A hundred head 
of sheep are known to have been kept 
rolling fat on thirty-five acres of land 
and this is not an extraordinary case 
by any means. Two thousand pounds 
of hops have been raised on an acre of 
ground and prunes, peaches, cherries, 
apples, and all other fruits common to 
this climate grow to perfection. 

There are about 600 square miles 
of this kind of country which is made 
tributary to Grand Rapids by the natu- 
ral lay of the water courses, and which 
cannot reach the railroad anywhere 
else except by crossing high ranges of 
mountains. 


OPENING FOR 
MANUFACTURERS 
It is the intention of the owners to 
offer every facility and inducement to 
persons who wish to settle there and 
help improve the place, as they deem 
it better policy to build up a thriving 
town than to simply have a little boom 
and pull out. The immense water 
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power afforded by the rapids will be 
utilized for all manufacturing, and as 
the surrounding country develops, it 
is probable that electric railways will 
be built out to develop the traffic. Ifa 
road is ever built down the Nehalem 
river to Tillamook and Nestucca, it 
must necessarily start from this point. 

Mr. H. M. Spencer, with his charac- 
teristic energy, has put in a ferry boat, 
and will erect a lodging house at once. 

Many parties are preparing to enter 
into different pursuits. 

Mr. Thad P. Wagner has purchased 
ten acres and will at once put it out in 
prunes. 

If some enterprising person would 
burnakiln ofbrickhe would find ready 
sale for it. Arrangements are being 
made to get a saw mill put in, and the 
people up river are preparing to put on 
a steamer to carry their freight to and 
from the railroad. 


FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION 
There will be a grand Fourth ofJuly 
celebration given at the expense ofthe 
owners of the town site. And fireworks, 
refreshments, dancing, merrymaking 
and a barbecue will be the order of the 
day. A twenty mile ride from Olney 
brings one to the scene of festivities, 
and of course one of our reporters will 
be there to keep our readers posted. 
Further notes by Helen Gaston: 
Grand Rapids was incorporated 
on July 26, 1892 by F.E. Habersham, 


12 


President, P.T. Burke, Secretary, E.E. 
Cooper, William Loeb, and H.C. 
Thompson as officers. On July 27, 1892 
the company had a fully paid up stock 
value of $300,000. The directors were 
authorized to go into contract with A.B. 
Colwell of Skamokawa for immediate 
construction of a saw mill. 

On November 8, 1892, Robert M. 
Gaston purchased lot 2 in Block 2 of the 
subdivision for $250.00 where upon he 
built a general store and with his wife 
Mary and five children: Robert T., Perl 
[Pirl], Edna, Bertha and Ira moved to 
Grand Rapids. They had come from 
Ironwood, Michigan to Clatsop County 
in 1889 and homesteaded near Hum- 
bug Mountain. Before they could prove 
up their claim, a fire came through and 
they lost their home. Convinced that 
Grand Rapids would be a growing me- 
tropolis, they used the little money they 
had to fulfill a new dream. 

On December 28, 1892, the post of- 
fice of Grand Rapids was opened with 
Horace M. Spencer as postmaster. He 
had purchased lot 14 and 15 in Block 
10 for $250 on December 12, 1892. 

The community of Grand Rapids 
was destined to be a major metropolis 
or so the developers thought, but they 
soon started to have financial trouble. 
On June 1, 1894 at a sheriff's tax sale 
much of the town was sold. Another tax 
sale took place on October 29, 1894. 
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THE DOG THAT COULD ALMOST TALK 
By A. L. Erickson 


E HAD SEVERAL dogs on the farm, 

but I remember the collie called 
Sven. We got him when he was a 
pup—he had a natural intelligence 
for farm work. As a cattle dog he was 
tops. “Get the cows” we would tell him, 
and he would bring the cattle from 
the pastures. He understood so many 
things we said we felt as if we were 
speaking to another person. 

After we planted the oats each 
spring the crows were a real problem. 
Wherever we were all we had to do 
was mention crows and he would keep 
them in tow, away from the oats. 

I will never forget the time all of 
us were away from the farm for a 
few hours. The cows had gotten into 
our garden. When we arrived home, 
we found Sven, the cows in front of 
him, the garden behind him. Not one 
vegetable had been eaten. This was 
some task for him with twenty cows 
interested in the vegetables. 

He loved to go hunting. Whenever 
one of us took the gun down from 
the rack his eyes would glimmer with 
excitement. For a collie he was a good 
hunter, especially for grouse and 
pheasant. If he heard shots he would 
listen. We had to be careful when we 
did any blasting, because he took off 
before the charge exploded. But if he 
heard thunder he would listen for a 


moment, then he would run for home. 
He would almost tear the door down 
trying to get in. 

Many times I took him fishing with 
me. If a thunder storm came, away he 
went for home. During one storm, Lar- 
rived home at noon to find Sven hiding 
under our housekeeper’s bed. As ifthat 
wasn't enough, the housekeeper was in 
bed with the blankets over her head. 

We had a large Jersey bull on the 
farm that had no respect for anyone, 
but Sven. We always had to have Sven 
along, or the bull would chase us up 
a tree or into the river. That bull was 
terrified of the dog. 

There was a fence around our house 
that had a latch gate. When the dogs 
were outside and one wanted in, Sven 
would unlatch the gate and in they 
would come. 

We raised a pig on the bottle one 
time. When he got old enough to run 
around the farm he and Sven became 
great friends. We used to watch them 
wandering around the farm. We never 
did know what they had in common. 
At times when they were playing, the 
pig would get mad and there would 
bea real scrap. Sven must have sensed 
this because he would get behind the 
pig and nip him behind the ears. This 
was rather risky business. If the pig 
worked fast enough, he could grab a 
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tuft of Sven’s hair. 

Every once in a while one of the 
dogs found a nice juicy bone that he 
would bury. The other dog just sat and 
watched, and at the first opportunity 
he would dig up the bone. Then the 
fight began. 

Sven’s understanding of our con- 
versations was almost uncanny. If we 


said something unpleasant about him 
he would go lie down. If we said kind 
words to him he would wiggle from 
head to tail and his eyes would twinkle. 

He was a great dog—a lifesaver 
around the farm. 

The story above was given to us by 
Steve Forrester, former editor of the 
Daily Astorian. 


Hay WAGON ON THE HARDER FARM, NEIGHBORS OF THE ERICKSON FAMILY. 
PERHAPS THE DOG SHOWN HERE KNEW SVEN? 
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March 20, 1916 Astoria Evening Budget, page 1 


ASTORIA HAS $60,000 FIRE SUNDAY NIGHT 


» HEAVYSOUTHWEST GALEFANS FLAMES CAUSING TOTALDESTRUCTION 
- S1x BusINEss Houses MEET HEavy LOSSES 
¢ FIRE DEPARTMENT PROVES WORTH UNDER ACTION 
- YOUNG AND MCGOWAN BUILDINGS AT 14TH AND COMMERCIAL 
COMPLETELY GUTTED— GASTON WAREHOUSE TOTAL Loss—_Low 
INSURANCE CARRIED 


Estimated Losses 

Andrew Young Bldg $25,000 
McGowan building 4,000 
Astoria Exchange warehouse, Total loss 
Waldorf building $700 
Total [buildings] $29,700 
Store Losses 

Hart’s drug store $7,000 
Greenberg’s novelty store $6,500 
Gilbaugh & Co. $7,500 
E.E. Leach $800 
Geo. Gramms $500 
Leyde Rooming house $2,500 
R.M. Gaston $1,000 
Burns & Nyttinan $150 
Wonder Novelty store $1,000 
Astoria Athletic club $500 
Paulson’s Fish market $1,000 
Waldorf Billiard Parlors $1,000 
Total [stores] $29,450 
Total [combined loss] $59,150 


Astoria was hit by a $60,000 fire 
Sunday night that destroyed three busi- 
ness houses and put six firms practically 
out of business. 

The fire started in the rear of 
the Young building at the corner of 
Commercial and 14th streets about 
10 o'clock and burned furiously under 
a heavy southwest gale for about two 
hours. Never before has the local fire 
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department done such heroic work in 
fighting flames. 

The fire was discovered by 
Ferdinand Paulson, who roomed in the 
rear of his father’s fish market on 14th 
street. Atabout10 p.m., he was awakened 
by a terrific explosion which forced in 
his window light. At first he thought he 
was burglarized, but soon the flames 
appeared and he turned in the alarm. 

It was but a few minutes when the 
entire structure was in flames. The de- 
partmentarrived promptly and confined 
the fire for some time to the Young build- 
ing, which was entirely gutted. Later the 
flames leaped to the Gaston Implement 
warehouse extending to Bond street. 

The McGowan building, where 
Gilbaugh & Co. undertakers are located, 
was gutted in the rear, as well as the 
Waldorf building next door, which is 
owned by Mrs. J. Catlin of Portland. 

The Gaston building was owned 
by the Astoria Exchange Co., and is a 
total loss. 

The Andrew Young building was 
completely gutted and will prove prac- 
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tically a total loss, with only $3,000 
insurance. 

Burns & Nyttinan, who conducted 
a shoe store in the rear of the Young 
building saved most of their stock and 
will suffer a loss of only $150. 

Hart’s drug store had its entire stock 
damaged amounting to about $7,000 
with only partial insurance. 

The Leyde rooming house owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. A.W. Harper, will suffer a 
loss of $2,500 which is fully covered by 
insurance. Tenants in the building also 
suffered losses, some of whichis covered 
by insurance. 

M. Greenberg’s novelty store will 
suffer a loss of $6,500. The store was 
completely gutted. He carried about 50 
per cent [sic] insurance. 

Gilbaugh & Co. willlose $7,500. E.E. 
Leach and Geo. Gramms in the same 
building about $1,300, partial insurance. 
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COMMERCIAL ST. AND 14TH. THE WONDER STORE ON THE LEFT, UTZINGER’S 


R.M. Gaston succeeded in saving 
some of his stock but will suffer at least 
$1,000 damage. The Astoria Athletic 
Club had its frontier day equipment 
stored there which was totally destroyed. 
The club’s property was valued at $500. 

The Wonder Store was damaged by 
water to the extent of $1,000 with small 
insurance. 

The Waldorf Billiard Parlors was 
damaged by moving and water to the 
extent of $1,000 fully insured. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 16, 1914, the 
Young and McGowan buildings suffered 
a similar loss by fire, but were repaired. 

‘The reason given for the low insur- 
ance carried is due to the rate which is 
5% per cent [sic] in that district. 

The owners of the buildings are un- 
able to state what steps will be taken to 
rehabilitate the property which after the 
fire losses are adjusted. 


CIGAR AND TOBACCO STORE IS IN THE MIDDLE; HOME OF A “GOOD SMOKE”. 
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From the November 20, 1936 Evening Astorian-Budget 


ASTORIA-BUDGET REGULAR COLUMN 
By Harold Haynes 


ND TONIGHT, FRIENDS, it is our 
pleasure to salute Robert McCain 


Gaston, good citizen of Astoria for 
many years. Wednesday he celebrated 
his 79th birthday. Mr. Gaston was born 
in Pennsylvania, came to Oregon in 
1890 and with his associates from the 
east immediately began the settlement 
of the Nehalem valley. He took up a 
timber claim himselfand located many 
other settlers in the district between 


» GASTON 





Saddle mountain and the Nehalem 
river in that early day. Among the men 
in Mr. Gaston's party from Michigan 
was Frank Quinn, relative of the 
Quinn family at Hammond today. 

In 1890 the Nehalem valley was a 
long way away from Astoria. With his 
family Mr. Gaston arrived in Astoria 
by boat and the following day they 
made their way by boat to Olney. 
The next day under the direction of 


DEALER IN 


Wagons, Buggies, Etc., 
FARM TOOLS AND MACHINERY, 
OF ALL KINDS 
Harness, Collars, Saddles 
Hides, Wool and Furs 


Feed and Sale Stables 


Agent for 


MITCHELL, LEWIS & STAVER CO. 


Re GASTON 


M. 


105 Fourteenth st. 


ASTORI®, OREGON 


AN ADVERTISEMENT FOR ROBERT GASTON’S STORE WHICH BURNED IN 1916. 
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Cornelius Rierson, they continued 
on by horseback to the settlement on 
the Nehalem, near Jewell of today. In 
the early ‘90s the Nehalem country 
was booming. Habersham & Cooper 
were building a railroad out the Lewis 
and Clark river to Forest Grove and 
town lots in Grand Rapids (now 
Tideport) were being snapped up 
by the score. Another town for sale 
was one at Millburn, the present 
day Dave Tweedle ranch. There was 
great activity at the tunnel on the old 
military road on the north bank of the 
Lewis and Clark, and the Caldwell mill 
near old Grand Rapids was running 
day and night cutting up ties for the 
railroad and lumber for the settlers’ 
homes. 

Mr. Gaston built and operated a 
store at Grand Rapids. There were 
three saloons operating, some of the 
time in tents. In the neighborhood 
were five post offices and with his 
other activities Mr. Gaston undertook 
the delivery of the mail from Astoria. 
Service was given every other day. 
Promoters of the new towns gave 
barbecues and hundreds of people 
gathered for the festivities and re- 
mained to invest. A ferry was operating 
across the river at Grand Rapids for the 
convenience of settlers farther backin 
the timber. 

In 1891 Mr. Gaston came to Astoria 
to supervise the mail service delivery. 


Soon after he established a feed stable 
at 14th and Bond and moved his fam- 
ily to Astoria. He then entered the 
implement and harness business and 
continued this activity until 1916 when 
his establishment burned. He moved 
his business to 13th and Exchange and 
was there until the big fire of 1922. For 
seven years he was identified with the 
city of Astoria, many of these years in 
charge of the Astoria Column. 

This, friends, is the story that Bob 
Gaston tells. He shows a picture of the 
meat market he established, the first on 
Commercial Street. It was in 1896. And 
in the picture is Mayor Pete [Isaac] 
Bergman and George Morton and 
John Fuhrman. And then there is the 
story of snow storms and illness in the 
Nehalem valley log house and the col- 
lapse of the town lot schemes and the 
railroad project. And the dismantling 
of the old Caldwell mill and floating 
the boiler down the Nehalem to its 
mouth where another mill was built. 
And forest fires that swept through the 
settlements on the Nehalem. And ac- 
complishments and disappointments 
and grief that came through the years. 

There is much more to the story 
including mention of sailor boarding 
houses in old Astoria and goings-on 
that will wait another day for the 
telling. And here again we salute 
Robert Gaston, good citizen. 
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PEOPLE IN THE NEwS 


Do you recognize these people? 
Their images have appeared in many 
Daily Astorian articles through the 
years. All have contributed to local 
politics, businesses and social orga- 
nizations in Clatsop County and our 
sister counties to the north. A hint: 
their last names all start with the 
letter H. 


CCHS also has thousands of photos 
of people in the collections of Ball 
Studio, Fred Wilson and Sam Foster, 
in addition to the Daily Astorian 





photos. We can scan and make copies 
for those who want them. $20 for an 8 
x10, $30 for an 11x14 and $40 for a13x 
19 inch copy. Find out if we have your 
baby photos, graduation or wedding 
photos. 

Please add to our collection by 
donating your photos of local people 
and places to CCHS, P.O. Box 88, 
Astoria, OR 97103 or dropping them 
by the Heritage Museum, 16th & 
Exchange, Astoria. Call 503-338-4849 
for information. 





THE ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE 49 
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DUANE STREET BETWEEN 
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TILDINGS TO MAKE ROOM FOR SAFEWAY EXPANSION ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF 
11TH AND 12TH STREETS. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 


(77° REMIND PEOPLE that the Clatsop 

l County Historical Society has a wide 
range of items in the Archives, we have 
printed outa list of the contents of one 
box as a sample. Accession number 
13.007 contains specification sheets 
and drawings from the City of Astoria’s 
Engineer's Office. 

Some of the specification sheets 
listed below consist of two pages, but 
most are ten pages or more. John Wicks 
is the architect most often mentioned. 

The pages following this list feature 
some of the buildings or locations 
referenced and are marked with an 
asterisk *. A few no longer exist. 
ist Church of Christ at 11th & 
Franklin, 1951 
Allen Investment Co., corner of 
1oth & Commercial St., 1923 
Astoria Bulk Plant, Tank 
Foundations, 1954. 

Astoria City Hall Building, 
Reroofing, 1950 

Astoria High School homemaking 
department, 1951* 

Astoria Marine Station, Foot of 
Columbia St. 

Astoria Marine Station, Dock 
House, Foot of Columbia St. 
Block 9 McClures Lots 6, 7, 8 
Bulkhead Construction 
Cafeteria at Captain Robert Gray 
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School 

Cafeteria at Lewis & Clark & 
JohnJacob Astor Schools, 1949 
Canopy adjacent to Astoria Hotel 
Building 14th & Commercial 
Captain Robert Gray School Gym, 
1950 

Carruthers, Halderman, Copeland 
& Cook building, Commercial St., 
1923* 

City of Astoria, Shop Building 
Addition 

Civic Pier, Pettinarri Contract, 
1987 

Lower Columbia Co-Op Dairy 
Ass’n., 9th & Exchange.* 
Columbia Hospital, General 
Construction, 1926* 

Erickson Floral, green house, 
corner Exchange & 1sth, 1932 

Fire Station #3, Uniontown, Hot 
Water Plant 

Fire Station, Franklin Ave., 1928 
Fishers, 12th & Bond, 1924* 
Fishers, South East corner 11th & 
Commercial, 1923 

Flavel family, South East Corner 
of 9th & Commercial, masonry & 
carpentry 

Gallant Auto, south side Duane 
St. between 11th and 12th 192? (not 
filled in)* 


Holmes estate, Duane St., Garage 
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Building, 1923 

Holmes, James, South East corner 
uth & Bond, 1935 

J.C. Penny, alteration, 591-93 
Commercial St. 

Keepers House at Head Works, 
Addition, 1950 

Kinney Building, 11th & 
Commercial, 1924 

Klep Brothers Building 

Labor Temple* 

Lewis & Clark Jr. High School, 
gym annex, 1950 

New Tank Foundations under tank 
Oceanview Cemetery, Chapel 
Building & Extention of pump 
house, 1953 

Odd Fellows Land & Building 
Association, South East corner of 
Commercial & 10th St., 2 stories, 
1923* 

Owen & Peeke, East side 7th St., 
North of S.P. & S. tracks 

Pacific Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., Main office, 1925 

Paragon Packing Co., office, Astor 
St. & Columbia, 1945 

Remodeling 576 Commercial, 1953 
Riverview Terrace 

Royal Building, 1th & 
Commercial, 1947 

S.P. & S. Passenger Building, 
Astoria* 

Safeway store 11th & Duane 1940 
Sanborn Dock Commercial 
Buildings, 1924 

Sanborn Dock warehouse 
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Service Station, 26th St. & Leif 
Erickson Drive & Franklin Avenue 
Service Station, 32nd St. & Leif 
Erickson Drive, 1954 

Service Station, sth & Astor St., 
1948 

Service station, demolition, isth & 
Commercial St., 1946 * 

Shell Oil Station, 32nd St. & Leif 
Erickson Drive, 1937 

Shively Park, Rest Rooms, 1923 

St. Marys Star of Sea Gym, 1945 
Standard Oil, boiler house, 1957 
Tapiola Park pool and bathhouse, 
Painting specifications (blueprint), 
194.4" 

Tapiola Park, Wading Pool, 1950 
Tidewater Oil, distributing sta- 
tions, Taylor Ave. 

Union Oil Co., 23rd St. & Highway 
30, 1953 

Union Oil, Marine Plant, 1946 
Warehouse, 30th & Franklin,194.4 
Withers, Dr. T. O. store, South 
East corner of oth & Bond 
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FISHER BROTHERS AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF MARINE DRIVE [BOND STREET] AND 12TH STREET. 
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THE NEW LABOR TEMPLE BUILDING. CA. 2012 
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OpD FELLOWS BUILDING PRIOR TO THE FIRE OF 1922. OPPOSITE PAGE IS THE 
NEW BUILDING ON THE SAME LOCATION. 
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Back Story: After the death of their mother in Astoria in 1918, the orphaned 
sisters Helen and Sylvia Elomaa (born 1911 and 1913), and their half-sister 
Esther Davis (born 1918) were abandoned by their stepfather Chris Davis. 
The girls were placed with different families. George Gratchef and is wife 
Lydia Korvala took Sylvia thousands of miles away to Karelia, a Russian 
Republic east of Finland. Helen desperately wanted to find her sister, but 
never saw her again. Seventy-two years after they had been separated a 
letter arrived from Sylvia’s daughters in Russia who were asking for help 
to find their aunt Helen. A call to Mrs. Aarnio in Brownsmead led to a 
call to Helen Angberg in Svensen. Helen was overjoyed to hear from her 
nieces and a big celebration was held when the nieces came to visit. Helen 
learned that Sylvia had been abandoned by the Gratchefs and had lost 
her own children during the chaos of World War II but later found them. 
A small window into the life of the young Sylvia was found by doing a 
search of the newspaper Toveritar on the free website “Historic Oregon 
Newspapers” using the name ‘Elomaa.” ‘The following is a letter Sylvia sent 
to the Toveritar (Woman Comrade), a Finnish language newspaper, about 
a train trip she had taken in Karelia. In it she refers to Gratchef as her 
father. Leena Riker translated the letter from Finnish to English. 


Toveritar 


GREETINGS FROM KARELIA 
A letter from Sylvia [Elomaa] Gratchef 


(7 HIS SPRING SOME young readers of _ given for publication on the pages of 


Toveritar traveled to Soviet-Karelia Toveritar. 
with the Fishermens’ Co-Operative. The letter reads as follows: 
We now have an opportunity to give “Dear mother, 


information to those who remained 
here about the travel and other activi- 
ties of our young comrades, based on 
the letter that Sylvia Gratchef has sent 
to her mother, and which her mother, 
in a translation into Finnish, has 


How are you? I am fine and wish the 
same to you. I go to school. It started 
to snow on October 18th. —When we 
traveled in the freight car, mosquitos 
were biting Violet’s (the little Miettinen 
girl) face and hands, so that her face 
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was completely red. When we came in 
the first train (meaning from Astoria 
to New York), Violet threw one of my 
red slippers out the window, but she did 
not mean to do that. And when I once 
played on the train with my bottle, it 
flew out the window. When we were in 
England we ate at a house that was a 
curiously funny hotel. 

Once Anttila had a sack on his back 
and the sack had alittle dog in it, whose 
name was Salli. —When we got off the 
ship in Petroskoi, the captain gave the 
children pastries and pappa (daddy) 
bought me a box of sweets. 






We have meat and potatoes. The 
cooks made mashed potatoes once. 
And once some men took meat from 
us. Pappa (daddy) was then at Kemi, 
but when he came home he got the meat 
back. Our men have already built a 
cannery and sauna and they built a 
big house from logs, as itis the custom 
here. —I have been picking berries. 
Our fishermen have caught lots of fish. 
— Pappa (daddy) practiced shooting 
with his gun. 


Good bye. Reply soon. 
Sylvia Gratchef 


['VVWOTT ay, TVW] SHIDO 


SyYLIvA ELOMAA SITS ON HER STEP-FATHER CHRIS DAVIS’ LAP NEXT TO HER 
SISTER HELEN AND MOTHER HILDA. 
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The Daily Messenger, Astoria, Oregon 1931 


COMMUNITY BUILDERS 
By Samuel T. Hopkins, Managing Editor 


WAYNE’'S GARAGE 


HEN YOUNG WayNnEJ. Oja used 
Wr follow his father around as a 
small boy back in the great iron mine 
district near Duluth, Minn., where 
his father was employed as a miner, 
he little thought that the greater part 
of his life would be spent out near the 
great Pacific ocean. In fact, Astoria 
and the Pacific ocean were far away to 
him as the other side of the world, but 
while still a youth back in 1911, he was 
destined to come out to the far West 
and become a resident of Astoria. Here 
his people made their home and he has 
grown up in our community, attended 
our city schools, and has become one 
of our permanent and progressive 
business men. 

In 1920 he started working in the 
garages and learning to be an auto 
mechanic. He worked in a number 
of shops of the city, several of which 
have gone into past history. He was 
managing a small shop for the Manula 
Auto company at the time of the big 
fire in 1922, when that place along with 
the rest of the business district was 
destroyed in the flames. He went back 
to work in the shops fora while, but in 
1923 he decided to go into business for 
himself and started a shop at isth and 


Duane streets. He moved his business 
to the west end in 1924, and has been in 
business at or near the present location 
in Uniontown since that time. 

Here he has a large and completely 
equipped shop—it might be termed a 
“super-service station,” but Wayne is 
too modest to claim such a title so we 
will just call it “Wayne’s Garage.” The 
shop and service equipment is capable 
of handling anything and everything 
in automobile work, whether welding, 
auto-electric, minor repairs, or acom- 
plete re-building job. He works a force 
of from three to five men in the shop, 
and they are a busy bunch. “Snappy 
service” is exemplified at all times at 
“Wayne's.” Two years ago Wayne had 
the agency for the Chandler automo- 
bile and last year took on the Marmon 
and Roosevelt lines. However, he is 
not continuing this dealership, but 
expects to devote his full time to the 
garage business. He has a modern gas 
station in connection, handles gas, 
oils, greases and auto accessories. He 
also carries the “Vulco” line ofinsured 
tires. 

At the time of the World War he was 
too young to enlist, but was registered 
for enlistment about a month before 
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the armistice was declared. Wayne is 
a member of the Elks lodge and the 
Chamber of Commerce. He is fond of 
athletics, but is too busy doctoring sick 
cars to devote much time to recreation. 


In building his own business; in 
serving the community efficiently and 
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furnishing employment to his group of 
mechanics; in loyalty to the commu- 
nity in which he lives, Wayne J. Oja is 
certainly eligible to the “Community 
Builders” brotherhood. He has faith 
in Astoria and its future as one of the 
greatest cities of the Pacific coast. 
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WayYNE’S GARAGE ACROSS BAY STREET FROM SUOMI HALL, AT FAR RIGHT.. 


ANSWERS TO PHOTOS 
ON PAGES 22 & 23: 

A) Marsy HoFeMan: HoFEeMaNn INSURANCE & PROPERTY MANAGER, D. 2007 AT 91 

B) CHARLES HANLON: THE 5TH INDEPENDENT MEMBER OF OREGON'S 
LEGISLATURE IN THE HISTORY OF OREGON, D. 1990 AT 71 

C) Dr.Joun HicKMAN: CHIROPRACTOR, ASTORIA HIGH SCHOOL BOARD 
DIRECTOR, D. 2011 AT 86 

D) Bruce HasKELL: OWNER OF BRUCE’s CANDY KITCHEN IN CANNON BEACH, D 
1982 AT 53 

E) ROBERT HOLMES, 28TH GOVERNOR OF OREGON, D. 1976 AT 67 

F) Lioyp (Bup) HowELt RAILROAD AGENT, D. 2002 AT 85 

G) At Ho.pIMan, Sr., LONG SHOREMAN & CANDIDATE FOR OREGON 
GOVERNOR, D. 2007 AT 89 

H) Norma HunsINGER, CLaTsop CouNTY CLERK, D. 2005 AT 75 
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